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PLATFORM  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMIT¬ 
TEE  OF  ONE  HUNDRED. 


The  question — The  People  vs.  Two  Contractor  Politi¬ 
cians. 

The  Method — Vote  for  the  County  and  Councilmanic 
Candidates  indorsed  by  the  Public  Service  Committee  of 
One  Plundred. 

When — Election  Day,  Tuesday,  November  4th,  1913. 

DECLARATION  OF  PRINCIPLES. 

The  Public  Service  Committee  here  states  a  municipal 
program  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  support  of 
which  its  members  pledge  their  cordial  co-operation  and 
best  endeavors. 

FIRST:  We  believe  in  a  non-partisan  business  adminis¬ 
tration  of  city  affairs,  and  we  invite  the  good-will  of  all  ex¬ 
isting  agencies  and  organizations  in  the  support  of  this 
platform,  the  acceptance  of  which  will  remove  questions 
of  business  administration  from  the  sphere  of  politics,  and 
result  in  general  co-operation  for  the  economic  and  pro¬ 
gressive  development  of  the  city. 

SECOND:  We  commend  the  administration  of  Mayor 
Blankenburg  and  congratulate  him  and  his  associates  upon 
the  good  work  which  has  been  done  during  the  past  two 
years.  It  would  be  difficult  to  over-praise  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  this  administration.  When  Mayor  Blankenburg 
took  office,  the  whole  civil  administration  had  become  dis¬ 
organized  through  its  control  by  and  subservience  to  poli¬ 
tics.  The  pay-rolls  were  padded  with  the  names  of  men 
some  of  whom  were  drawing  wages  from  the  city  simply 
that  their  votes  might  be  under  control;  others  were  using 
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their  time  and  influence  in  the  service  of  ward  bosses,  thus 
depriving  the  city  of  its  just  due;  there  was  a  well-ground¬ 
ed  suspicion  which  has  since  been  proved  correct,  of  the 
integrity  of  some  of  the  municipal  officials,  and  general 
dissatisfaction  with  the  partisan  nature  of  the  administra¬ 
tion.  The  first  work  before  the  Mayor  was  the  restoration 
of  the  morale  of  the  municipal  service.  This  has  been  done 
by  removing  the  police  and  firemen  absolutely  from  politi¬ 
cal  activity,  by  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  compulsory 
assessments  for  political  purposes,  by  loyal  support  of  the 
merit  system  in  appointments,  and  by  numerous  other  pol¬ 
icies,  all  of  which  have  contributed  to  make  the  administra¬ 
tion  both  popular  and  efficient.  We  now  ask  that  the 
Mayor  and  his  associates  shall  be  given  a  square  deal  for 
the  far-sighted  plans  for  the  removal  of  grade  crossings, 
for  harbor  improvements  and  for  rapid  transit  which  have 
been  prepared  and  promulgated  for  the  advancement  of 
the  municipality.  It  would  be  a  shame  and  disgrace  to  the 
character  of  our  citizenship  if  these  plans  were  delayed  or 
their  execution  hindered  by  the  power  and  ambitions  of 
contractor-politicians,  whose  only  motive  would  be  the  se¬ 
curing  of  contracts  for  the  profit  and  political  influence 
which  they  would  command. 

THIRD:  We  also  indorse  the  administration  of  the  of¬ 
fice  of  City  Solicitor  by  Mr.  Ryan,  who  has  continually 
asserted  a  zealous  desire  to  safe-guard  the  city’s  interests 
and  to  reduce  the  city’s  obligations  in  all  cases  involving 
land  damages  and  mandamus  payments.  The  re-organiza¬ 
tion  of  this  department,  both  in  personnel  and  method,  is 
one  of  the  best  illustrations  of  the  advantages  of  wresting 
a  municipal  department  from  the  control  of  the  contractor- 
organization. 

FOURTH :  We  endorse  the  candidacies  of 

George  Wentworth  Carr,  for  District  Attorney. 

Daniel  Wade,  for  Receiver  of  Taxes. 

Samuel  F.  Scattergood,  for  City  Treasurer. 

Robert  S.  Bright,  for  Register  of  Wills, 
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because  we  believe  that  they  will  administer  these  offices 
with  fidelity  to  the  public  and  a  real  loyalty  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  announced  in  this  platform.  It  is  of  the  highest  im¬ 
portance  that  these  City  and  County  offices  should  be  ad¬ 
ministered  efficiently  and  independent  of  the  domination  of 
any  political  oligarchy. 

FIFTH:  We  ask  the  Judges  of  the  County  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  both  in  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans’  Courts,  to  adopt 
such  rules  as  will  prevent  all  of  their  employees,  either  di¬ 
rectly  in  the  service  of  the  Courts  or  indirectly,  in  the 
Board  of  Revision  of  Taxes,  Board  of  Public  Education, 
Park  Commission,  etc.,  from  serving  in  political  office  or  as 
councilmen  or  as  members  of  political  committees.  We 
denounce  the  practice  of  dual  office-holding,  whereby  men 
who  are  employees  of  the  municipality  in  fact,  though 
“county”  employees  in  legal  fiction,  also  serve  as  council- 
men  and  as  such  pass  on  municipal  questions,  in  some  cases 
directly  affecting  their  own  interests,  or  those  of  the  ap¬ 
pointing  officers  upon  whom  they  are  dependent;  and  as 
some  of  the  most  flagrant  offenders  against  this  principle 
are  in  departments  controlled  by  the  Judges,  we  appeal  to 
our  Judiciary  to  take  the  lead  in  asserting  and  enforcing 
this  right  and  proper  principle. 

SIXTH:  MUNICIPAL  COURT:  Under  a  recent  Act 
of  Assembly  a  Municipal  Court  has  been  established, 
which,  if  properly  administered,  will  relieve  the  congestion 
of  legal  business,  make  it  possible  to  try  criminals  more 
quickly,  and  will  be  of  especial  value  in  the  treatment  of 
delinquent,  dependent  and  neglected  children.  This  court 
will  be  more  intimately  connected  with  the  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity  than  any  existing  court.  It  can  be  an  institution  of 
the  highest  value.  If,  however,  the  judges  who  are  select¬ 
ed  to  discharge  its  business  are  unfit  in  character  or  ability, 
or  are  the  creatures  of  partisan  politics  as  is  threatened, 
the  establishment  of  the  court  will  be  a  menace  rather  than 
a  benefit.  The  Judges  will  have  great  power  over  the 
property  and  persons  of  the  members  of  this  community, 
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and  if  the  court  should  be  administered  as  some  of  the  mag¬ 
istrates’  courts  have  been  administered,  it  would  prove  to 
be  a  political  engine  of  the  most  dangerous  character.  It  is, 
therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  citizens  should 
realize  these  facts,  and  should  concentrate  their  efforts  to 
secure  the  highest  type  of  men  upon  this  bench,  who  shall 
be  free  from  the  control  of  political  leaders. 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  validity  of  the  non-par¬ 
tisan  ballot  law,  we  do  not  yet  know  what  course  must  be 
pursued  in  order  to  secure  the  election  of  such  judges,  but 
we  pledge  ourselves  to  sink  our  personal  likes  and  dislikes 
and  our  partisan  feelings,  if  any,  in  order  that  we  may  unite 
with  other  good  citizens  to  secure  the  best  possible  judges 
obtainable. 

SEVENTH:  We  heartily  indorse  the  fusion  candidates 
for  councilmen,  whose  names  are  herewith  or  may  here¬ 
after  be  presented  to  the  public,  and  we  ask  that  these  can¬ 
didates  indicate  their  assent  to  the  municipal  ideals  promul¬ 
gated  in  this  platform,  as  follows : 

A.  BUDGET.  A  budget  should  be  annually  prepared 
by  the  administration  and  presented  to  councils  for  its  con¬ 
sideration.  All  of  the  annual  appropriation  bills  should  re¬ 
ceive  consideration  at  one  time  in  order  that  one  branch  of 
the  city  and  county  administration  may  not  be  hampered 
by  late  and  insufficient  appropriations,  while  another 
branch  is  taken  care  of  with  promptness  and  liberality. 

B.  TAXATION.  We  believe  that  the  methods  of  as¬ 
sessment  of  realty  and  personalty  in  Philadelphia  need 
complete  revision,  and  that  all  results  should  be  made  pub¬ 
lic  so  that  every  tax-payer  may  understand  the  basis  upon 
which  his  property  is  assessed  in  comparison  with  that  of 
his  neighbor.  The  present  system  leaves  an  opening  for 
partiality  and  injustice,  and  results  in  inequalities  which 
appear  to  be  impossible  of  explanation;  moreover,  this  sys¬ 
tem  is  opposed  to  the  great  principle  of  publicity,  which 
should  characterize  a  government  of  the  people.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  land  values  should  be  separately  assessed  from 
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improvements,  and  we  ask  that  due  consideration  be  given 
to  the  advisability  of  imposing  a  lower  rate  of  tax  upon  im¬ 
provements  than  upon  the  land  values  of  unimproved  re¬ 
alty.  We  also  urge  an  immediate  inquiry  into  the  advis¬ 
ability  of  taxing  the  realty  of  public  service  corporations, 
now  exempt  or  undervalued. 

C.  REVENUE.  All  current  expenses  should  be  paid 
by  current  revenue,  and  loans  should  be  limited  to  provision 
for  permanent  public  improvements,  which  will  serve  a 
generation  and  hence  may  properly  be  paid  for  in  a  series 
of  years.  All  sinecures  on  the  pay-roll  in  County  offices 
should  be  abolished,  as  has  been  done  in  the  City  offices, 
and  a  full  dollar  of  service  should  be  required  for  each  dol¬ 
lar  of  expenditure.  The  existing  fees  for  licenses,  permits 
and  special  services,  most  of  which  have  remained  unal¬ 
tered  for  years,  should  be  completely  revised.  We  recog¬ 
nize  that  the  agencies  of  government  should  be  used  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  people,  and  that  we  are  continually  devel¬ 
oping  new  functions  for  the  municipality  to  discharge,  and 
the  prime  duty  is  that  they  shall  be  performed  honestly  and 
efficiently.  We  must  put  to  good  use  the  money  saved 
from  waste  and  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  are  insistent  in 
demanding  that  in  all  departments  of  their  government, 
there  shall  be  no  favoritism,  no  shirking,  no  waste,  and  no 
graft. 

D.  We  heartily  indorse  the  policy  of  the  present  admin¬ 
istration  in  safe-guarding  the  health  of  the  public,  includ¬ 
ing  sanitary  and  building  inspection  of  houses,  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  schools,  the  prevention  of  infant  mortality,  fire  pre¬ 
vention,  the  inspection  of  milk  and  food,  and  an  efficient 
administration  of  public  charities.  Proper  inspection  is 
based  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  governmental  agent 
with  the  citizen,  so  as  to  assist  the  latter  in  complying  with 
the  law.  We  also  commend  the  work  of  the  present  admin¬ 
istration  in  providing  exhibitions  for  the  education  of  the 
general  public  in  these  important  matters. 

E.  We  declare  against  commercialized  vice  in  all  of  its 
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forms.  We  endorse  the  work  of  the  Vice  Commission  and 
commend  the  public-spirit  of  those  who  have  made  its  in¬ 
vestigation  possible,  and  we  pledge  our  support  to  all  of  its 
suggestions  and  recommendations. 

F.  We  denounce  the  present  inequitable  division  of  the 
city  into  wards  which  has  worked  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  newer  residential  communities,  and  has  resulted  in 
placing  the  control  of  councils  in  the  hands  of  representa¬ 
tives  of  small  wards,  where  there  is  not  sufficient  popula¬ 
tion  to  maintain  the  basis  of  representation  prevailing  in 
other  parts  of  the  city.  When  the  national  government 
provides  every  ten  years  a  new  basis  for  representatives  in 
Congress,  it  is  absurd  that  our  city  should  be  content  with 
ward  lines  that  are,  in  some  cases,  sixty-nine  years  old. 
We  ask  those  who  are  now  candidates  for  election  to  coun¬ 
cils  to  join  with  citizens  in  an  endeavor  to  procure  the  re¬ 
districting  of  the  city,  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature. 

G.  We  recommend  that  the  rules  of  councils  shall  be  so 
amended  as  to  provide  for  adequate  representation  of  dif¬ 
fering  view-points  on  all  committees;  publicity  as  to  at¬ 
tendance  and  votes  of  committeemen;  prompt  action  of  all 
committees  on  all  matters  referred  to  them;  proper  co¬ 
ordination  between  the  committees  and  representatives  of 
the  administration;  transmission  to  councils  of  summar¬ 
ized  reports  explaining  the  action  of  all  committees  on  all 
bills  and  resolutions;  the  adoption  of  such  rules  as  will 
make  the  proceedings  of  sub-committees  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  with  a  record  of  all  votes  there  taken;  the  establishment 
of  a  regular  calendar  so  that  members  may  be  notified  in 
advance  of  the  nature  of  the  business  to  be  considered. 

EIGHTH:  We  regard  our  service  on  the  Public  Service 
Committee  of  One  Hundred  as  a  peremptory  civic  duty, 
and  we  here  pledge  ourselves  to  hearty  and  sincere  co¬ 
operation  for  the  common  good,  at  least,  until  after  the 
next  Mayoralty  Campaign,  or  until  the  complete  overthrow 
of  the  predatory  political  forces  which  have  so  long  domi¬ 
nated  our  city  for  the  personal  profit  of  a  few  leaders. 
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ALL  PHILADELPHIA 


AGAINST 


Political  Contractors 


